of the coal which buried the bulldozer.  At 9:20 a.m.,
Mitchell who had apparently been suffocated by the inrush of
coal into the cab was found and removed from the cab of the
still partially buried bulldozer.

"Discussion and Evaluation

The investigation revealed the following factors relevant
to the occurrence of the accident:

"1. The unusually large raw coal pile, approximately
75,000 tons, had accumulated due to poor coal sales recently.

"2.  It had rained heavily several times during the shift
on which the accident occurred.

"3.  Illumination for the coal pile was provided by large
spotlights on the top of the stacker as well as headlights on
the bulldozer.

"4. It was assumed that as Mitchell operated the bull-
dozer in reverse it fell through crusted over coal into a
void created when coal was loaded out by the west feeder.

"5.  The two previous shifts had not loaded coal from the
west feeder and the bulldozer operators had trammed over the
west feeder hole location numerous times.  This action pre-
sumably tightly compacted the loose coal on the surface of
the pile in this area.

"6.  The gear shift in the cab of the bulldozer was in the
reverse position when the bulldozer was recovered.

"7. The bulldozer was examined after the accident and
found to be mechanically sound.

"8.  No means of communication was provided between the
preparation plant operator and the dozer operator."

The statement above that there was no means of communication betwei
bulldozer operator and the preparation plant operator means that there i
means of constant communication. There were telephones that the bulldo:
operator could use to phone the preparation plant operator. But in ordt
to do so, he would have to drive his dozer off of the top of the raw co;
storage pile to telephone the preparation plant operator. There were tl
locations from which he could make such telephone calls.

Mr. Jesse Jones and Mr. Hosea Thomas arc both bulldozer operators v
work on top of the raw coal storage pile at the present time. At the tj
of the accident, however, Mr. Jones was the preparation plant operator.

1888 protruding from beneath
